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Recommendations - 
1. Continue to Convene the Food Gap Task Force: further research and dialogue among food gap 
stakeholders is necessary to fully address the issue. The Task Force should be reconvened for a 
minimum of one year and membership should be expanded to include additional stakeholders and 
experts. 
 

2. Create Fund for Food Retail Pilot Projects: there is significant empirical evidence that shows that 
investment of public dollars in food retail succeeds in increasing food access in underserved 
communities.  The Task Force recommends that the state government create a $100,000 fund, 
administered by the NM Department of Agriculture, to invest in a minimum of four pilot projects for 
food retail. Monies can be used to purchase equipment for lease to store owners, to pay for store 
renovations and/or to provide technical assistance. 
 

3. Create Fund for Food Distribution Pilot Projects: Given the size of the state and its dispersed 
population, innovative distribution systems must be developed to ensure that rural stores are able to 
obtain perishable products at a reasonable price. The Task Force recommends that the state 
government create a $100,000 fund, administered by the NM Department of Agriculture to invest in 
at minimum three distribution pilot projects. Monies can be used to design more efficient 
transportation services—both for food outlets and to local farmers—and to purchase equipment for 
lease to distribution enterprises. 
 

4. Include Food Retail as an Eligible Economic Development Activity: currently retail is excluded 
from most economic development assistance opportunities. Given the importance of access to fresh 
and healthy food and the capacity of independent food retail to circulate money in the local 
economy, the Task Force recommends that the legislature amend state statue to include food retail 
as an eligible economic development activity. 
 

5. Investigate Existing and Potential Incentives for Food Businesses: Certain incentives may prove 
useful to encourage food businesses to locate in underserved areas. The Task Force recommends 
that it work with the Economic Development Department (EDD) and other departments to provide 
information to food businesses on how they may take advantage of existing incentives. The Task 
Force and EDD should also investigate the development of new incentives as necessary. 
 

6. Coordination among Agencies on Food Programs: a number of state agencies are involved in 
public food programs, including ALTSD, CYFD, HSD, DOH, NMDA, and PED. These agencies have 
already begun to work together on various issues. The Task Force recommends that these initiatives 
continue and that the agencies continue to expand collaboration (see full document, p. 16 for 
specific examples). 
 

7. Investigate Federal Funding Opportunities: as part of its continued work, the Food Gap Task Force 
should investigate and help public and private entities in New Mexico to obtain funding from existing 
federal programs related to food retail and distribution (see full document, p.16 for specific 
examples). 
 
Full report available at:  http://www.farmtotablenm.org/resources/publications/  
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