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The 2015 New Mexico Organic Farming Conference
is an annual opportunity for producers and researchers from around the

Southwest to share their experiences and expertise. Please join us!

Friday, February 20 – 7:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday, February 21 – 7:30 am to 4:00 pm

Marriott Albuquerque Pyramid North
5151 San Francisco Road NE, Albuquerque, NM

Conference Organizers
Farm to Table :: Le Adams

New Mexico Department of Agriculture :: Stacy Gerk & Joanie Quinn
New Mexico State University Cooperative Extension Service :: Patrick Torres

FARM TO TABLE promotes sustainable agriculture and advances community wellness and livelihoods in 
economically disadvantaged communities through the development of accessible, equitable, and thriving 
food systems. Program work includes developing connections between farmers and school cafeterias and 
between children and the food they eat by integrating school gardens, farming, and health and nutrition as 
components of educational programming; providing capacity building trainings and technical assistance to 
farmers and others in the area of food safety, quality management systems, marketing, and enterprise de-
velopment; and building the public’s understanding of the interrelationship between farming, food, health, 
education, and economic development by helping communities achieve food security while empowering 
previously disenfranchised voices and advancing informed policy education. 

Phone: 505-473-1004, Fax: 505-473-3421, le@farmtotablenm.org www.farmtotablenm.org 

The NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (NMDA) is an agriculture producer/con-
sumer service and regulatory department placed under the New Mexico State University (NMSU) Board of 
Regents with a Director/Secretary who serves on the Governor’s Cabinet. The department has six divisions 
consisting of Agricultural and Environmental Services, Agricultural Programs and Resources, Dairy, Mar-
keting and Development, Standards and Consumer Services, and Veterinary Diagnostic Services. The New 
Mexico Department of Agriculture is the home of New Mexico’s Organic Program, providing certification 
services and support for organic farmers, ranchers and processors. 

Phone: 505-841-9427, jquinn@nmda.nmsu.edu, www.nmda.nmsu.edu 

NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY’S COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE has the practical, 
research-based knowledge you can rely on to improve your quality of life. We bring science to your life. The 
Cooperative Extension Service is the educational outreach arm of NMSU’s College of Agricultural, Con-
sumer and Environmental Sciences in Las Cruces. Backed by state and federal funding, Extension truly is 
a cooperative effort between the college and county governments throughout New Mexico. We also team 
up with several hundred partner agencies, organizations and schools. Extension faculty are located in all 33 
New Mexico counties and three tribal offices to address your needs in the areas of animal resources, 4-H and 
youth development, home economics, rural economic development and plant sciences. We provide the latest 
information in our publications, workshops, demonstrations and one-on-one consultations. We often bring 
people together to solve community problems. 

For more information about NMSU’s Cooperative Extension Service and the programs we offer, contact your 
local county Extension office (see pages 20-21) or visit us at www.aces.nmsu.edu. NMSU is an equal opportunity 

and affirmative action employer and educator.
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Mil Gracias to the following benefactors 
whose generous support has made this conference possible

Friends of Organic Agriculture
La Montanita Co-op Natural Foods Market

New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau
Santa Fe Farmers’ Market Institute

Skarsgard Farms

Sponsors
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union Educational & Charitable Foundation

Silver City Food Co-op
Soilutions

Contributors
Fred Porter, Farm Bureau Financial Services

Wildhood Farm

And, to the donors listed below for making our delicious organic lunch and snacks possible. 
Please return their support when you can.

Alberts Organics

Armijo Farm

Aroma Organic Coffee

Bueno Foods

Cid’s Food Market

Coonridge Organic Goat Cheese

Del Valle Organic Pecans

Growers Organic

Heidi’s Organic Raspberry Jam

KW Farms

La Montanita Cooperative Distribution Center

Organic Valley Family of Farms

Red Rock Roasters Organic Coffee

Seco Spice

Sweetgrass Cooperative Grass-fed Beef

Taos Roasters Organic Coffee

Toucan Market

Veritable Vegetable

Whole Foods Market 
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From America’s Oldest Organic Research Farm: 
Intriguing Questions & Lessons Learned 

Keynote Speaker – “Coach” Mark Smallwood, 
Executive Director, Rodale Institute

Friday, February 20, 8:30-10:30am / Conference Ballroom

“Coach” Mark Smallwood has been 
dedicated to promoting organic agricul-
ture, environmental stewardship, ef-
ficiency and conservation for over thirty 
years. He is a long-time organic farmer 
and biodynamic gardener, raising chick-
ens, goats, sheep and pigs, and driving 
his own team of oxen. 
 As Executive Director of Rodale 
Institute, Coach has focused his efforts 
on training a new generation of organic 
farmers. In partnership with Delaware 
Valley College, the Institute hosts a 
one-year organic farming certification 
program designed for military veterans. 

In addition, Coach began the Agriculture Supported Communities (ASC) program at Rodale Institute which 
brings fresh, high-quality organic food to underserved communities and provides an intensive training program 
for new or established farmers. 
 Coach has expanded research efforts at Rodale Institute to explore the connection between soil, food and 
health. He brought heritage livestock back to Rodale Institute’s 333-acre farm, created a Honeybee Conser-
vancy to train and steward backyard bee keepers, and launched “Your 2 Cents,” a national campaign to sup-
port and promote new organic farmers. 
 Prior to joining Rodale Institute, Coach served as the Mid-Atlantic Green Mission Specialist and Local 
Forager at Whole Foods Market, and was the first Environmental Coordinator at MOM’s Organic Market. 
As his nickname suggests, Coach was also a public school educator and basketball coach.
 Rodale Institute was founded by organic pioneer J.I. Rodale to study the link between healthy soil, healthy food 
and healthy people. He learned about organic food-growing concepts being promoted by Lady Eve Balfour and 
Sir Albert Howard and theorized that to preserve and improve our health we must restore and protect the natural 
health of the soil. In 1947, J.I. founded the Soil and Health Foundation, forerunner to the Rodale Institute. 

Keynote speaKer & other special Guests



5

Jeff Witte was selected by the Board of Regents of New Mexico State Univer-
sity (NMSU) as the Director of the New Mexico Department of Agriculture 
(NMDA) in May, 2011. Witte also serves as NMDA’s Cabinet Secretary un-
der Governor Susana Martinez. Witte was raised on a ranch in northern New 
Mexico and has been active with producer organizations throughout the state 
since then. Prior to his current position at NMDA, Witte served as the director 
of the office of Agricultural Biosecurity and co-director for the Southwest Border 
Food Safety and Defense Center at NMSU. He had also served previously as 
NMDA’s assistant director and was the director of governmental affairs and field 
services for the New Mexico Farm and Livestock Bureau. Witte also served as a 

research specialist for the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences at NMSU. He has 
a master’s degree in agricultural economics and economics from NMSU.

Dr. Jon Boren is the associate dean and director of the New Mexico State 
University Cooperative Extension Service. Dr. Boren earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in wildlife ecology and his doctorate in range science from 
Oklahoma State University before coming to NMSU in 1996 as an assistant pro-
fessor and Extension wildlife specialist. Dr. Boren has investigated wildlife and 
livestock interactions through scientific studies on rangelands and forests in New 
Mexico; developed innovative and cost-effective methods to cope with problems 
from wildlife damage; developed teaching materials to use in natural resource 
educational curriculum; and conducted educational programs for youth in 4-H, 
FFA and the public school system.

Jo Ann Baumgartner is director of the Wild Farm Alliance (WFA). She works 
on conservation-based agriculture. She is the author of A Farmer’s Guide to 
Food Safety and Conservation: Facts, Tips and Frequently Asked Questions, 
co-author of Farming with Food Safety and Conservation in Mind, co-author of 
Biodiversity Conservation: An Organic Farmer’s Guide, and co-editor of Farm-
ing and the Fate of Wild Nature: Essays in Conservation-Based Agriculture. Be-
fore joining WFA in 2001, she addressed organic and sustainable dairy, produce, 
and fiber production topics, was senior research editor for Life on the Edge, a 
book of California’s rare wildlife species, and worked on a five-year research proj-
ect using wastewater on eaten-fresh crops. Jo Ann was an organic farmer for over 

a decade on the Central Coast of California. For her Master’s research, she studied bird predation of insects 
in apple orchards. Her undergraduate degree is in soil and water science.

Leanne L. Skelton is on staff at the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), 
United States Department of Agriculture in the Office of the Deputy Admin-
istrator, Fruit and Vegetable Program (FVP). Leanne is a Biological Sciences 
Specialist focused on fruits, vegetables and specialty crops.  She is responsible 
for maintaining a collaborative working relationship with the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) relative to produce safety and preventive controls. 
Leanne brings first-hand knowledge and in-depth expertise about the unfolding 
rule-making for the Food Safety Modernization Act. She will be talking about 
the most recent revisions to the proposed rule, including manure, compost  and 
compost tea use, and water quality testing regulations, and how that could affect 
New Mexico’s farmers in the coming years.
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* Please see hotel registration info on Page 30.* 

Certified Organic Producers Please Note:
Exhibitors at the New Mexico Organic Farming Conference offer a wide range of products, some of 
which may not be allowed in certified organic production. If you are considering a product or input 
promoted at the conference, please ask the exhibitor for a copy of the OMRI listing for that prod-
uct, or a current letter from your certifier stating the product has been approved for use by certi-
fied organic producers. Please contact your certifier to add the product to your Organic System 
Plan BEFORE use. If you have any questions please call (505) 841-9427.

Conference Volunteers Needed
We need a limited number of volunteers to help at the conference, at the registration table, and in 
other capacities. Volunteers work for one quarter of the conference during which time they will 
not be able to attend conference sessions. Volunteers receive a complimentary registration for the 
remainder of the conference. Farmers will be given preference for volunteer positions and will be 
registered on a first-come, first-served basis. All others will be put on a waiting list from which any 
remaining volunteer slots will be filled on January 16th. These positions go fast. If you are interest-
ed please call 505-841-9427. If you can afford to pay for your registration please leave the volun-
teer slots for those who cannot otherwise afford to attend.

Scholarships for members of the Santa Fe Farmer’s Market
The Santa Fe Farmers’ Market Institute will provide a limited number of scholarships to the 2015 
New Mexico Organic Farming Conference. To be eligible for these scholarships you MUST be a 
current vendor at the Santa Fe Farmers’ Market. For more information and to request a scholar-
ship please get in touch with Sam Baca at the Santa Fe Farmers’ Market Institute: 505-983-7726 or 
sam@farmersmarketinstitute.org. 

CEUs (Continuing Education Credits)
CEUs for pesticide applicators and Certified Crop Advisors will be available for some sessions of the 
conference. Master Gardener CEUs are NOT available. If you would like to register for CEUs, please 
inquire at the registration table at the conference when you pick up your participant packet.

Session Times/Topics/Presenters May Change
Presenters, topics, and scheduling of workshops may change depending on room availability and 
presenter needs. Please check your participant packet upon arrival at the conference to confirm 
the schedule.

Refunds

• Full refunds of registration fees are available upon written request received by 1/25/15

• Half refunds are available upon written request received by 2/8/15

• There will be no refunds of registration fees after 2/8/15

• To request a refund please email: le@farmtotablenm.org

All conference areas are accessible. 

important information



7

There’s been lots of discussion about creating resilient farms. Many of the sessions at this conference are 
designed to empower a resilient farmer, one with the underlying understanding of soils, weeds, insects and 
crops so any new situation can be met with confidence and a willingness to try new approaches to meet new 
opportunities and challenges. Dig in!

Friday, February 20

 11:00am – 12:30pm: Workshop Session 1

Coronado/Cozumel  :: We’re from the Government and We’re Here to Help. 
The 2014 Farm Bill has created new programs for farmers and ranchers, and brought some changes to old 
ones. If you need help with a hoophouse or an irrigation project, a pollinator planting or a hedgerow; if you 
are looking for crop insurance for a diverse organic farm, or need a loan for expansion; if you need assistance 
marketing a fresh or processed product or want to launch a value-added product, this session will help you 
find the right agency and understand basic requirements for a variety of assistance programs. Felicia Frost 
from the New Mexico Department of Agriculture, Marketing Division; Molly Manzanares, State Executive 
Director of the Farm Service Agency and 2007 Organic Farmer of the Year; Thomas Gonzales, Soil Conser-
vationist with the Natural Resources Conservation Service, and others will take on your questions.

Tampico  ::  Wild Food Plants for Cultivation
Dr. Richard Felger, of Silver City, botanist, and a researcher with the University of Arizona Herbarium and 
Sky Island Alliance says, “New Mexico is rich in plant diversity, rich in plants used for indigenous cuisine. 
Dozens of such wild plants are suitable for agricultural crops and home gardens. The basic concept is: Fit the 
crop to the land, not the land to the crop.” With that in mind Richard and Gregg Dugan (nursery manager 
and orchardist who has worked for 14 years as the Field Manager at Synergia Ranch Organics near Santa 
Fe) have launched research in southwestern New Mexico to investigate perennial native grasses and forbs as 
“food for a dry world.” This session will include results of current work on promising new food crops such as 
Apache Red Grass (bulb panicgrass), the wild sunflower, wild tarragon, and more. If you’re tired of trying to 
coax water-thirsty crops through to harvest, don’t miss this inspiring report.

Taos  ::  Home on the Range: A Range Management Success Story
Successful range management is dependent on many factors which may include (but are not limited to) run-
ning an appropriate number of animals, rotational grazing, and adequate rainfall. This year for the first time 
in many years we saw the return of grass to much of our rangeland. How can we take advantage of this op-
portunity to make long-term changes that will sustain both land and livestock? Speaker to be announced.

Santa Fe/ Las Cruces  ::  You’ve Got Your Soil Test: Now What? 
For most organic farmers, getting the results of a soil test raises more questions than answers. And the 
recommendations often don’t fit farms that ground their fertility in green manures and compost, and strive 
to minimize off-farm inputs. Dr. John Idowu, NMSU Extension Agronomist, and 2013 Organic Farming 
Educator of the Year, will discuss soil tests, what they measure and what they don’t; and how to understand 

2015 organic Farming conference program
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the results. John will offer some suggestions about dealing with identified deficiencies. John will also present 
a Farmer Toolkit of tests that you can do on your farm at no expense to understand characteristics of your 
soil that may actually tell you more about your soil’s health than the standard lab results.

Pavilion  ::  Rain Round-up
If the summer monsoon left you wishing (now that there is rain to catch) that Billy Kniffen could come 
back this year to talk about the fine art of water harvesting, your wish is granted! Before retiring from Texas 
AgriLife Extension in 2011, Billy served as the statewide water resource specialist, focusing on rainwater har-
vesting. Billy has been a director and education coordinator for the American Rainwater Catchment Systems 
Association (ARCSA) and helped organize the Texas Rainwater Catchment Association, serving as its first 
president. Billy and his wife Mary have just purchased a new farm where it’s been a good year for rounding 
up the wet stuff. If you want to implement water catchment on your farm or ranch this session is the place 
to get the information you need.

Kokopelli  ::  Meet the Buyers 
After CSAs and farmers’ markets, local retailers and schools are the best way to get your products into the 
hands of appreciative local consumers, but making that leap is not always easy. What are the minimums, 
what about delivery schedules, how should your produce be packaged, what are the liability and food safety 
requirements? This panel of local buyers from Albuquerque Public Schools, La Montanita Coop, and 
Whole Foods will let you know what they are looking for and how to establish a long-lasting relationship.

 12:30-2:00pm: lunch break (lunch on your own.)

 2:00-3:30 pm: Workshop Session 2

Coronado/Cozumel  ::  Green Manures
Not everyone has a good source of animal manure for use in building soil fertility and organic matter. And, 
diversity in fertility builders can bring good results. In this session Dr. Kulbhushan Grover, NMSU Assis-
tant Professor in Sustainable Crop Production and 2013 Organic Farming Educator of the Year, will discuss 
the advantages and disadvantages of various green manure crops. Kulbhushan will be joined by Greg Jung-
claus, of the certified-organic Hidden Acres Farms in Hobbs. Greg has been working with green manure 
crops to build soil and manage weeds and will report on his experiences.

Tampico  ::  The Tree Whisperer is IN!
Years of drought have stressed even the best-tended trees and insect pests are taking advantage. Pinpoint-
ing the cause of decline in trees can be a tough job, and bringing trees back to health calls for a holistic 
approach. Joran Viers, Albuquerque’s City Forrester and former Director of the New Mexico Organic 
Commodity Commission will present an overview of problems faced by New Mexico’s trees and suggest ap-
proaches to helping our trees recover their vigor. This session will include a lengthy Q&A segment so come 
with all your questions and if possible with close-up and distance photos of your trees.

Taos  ::  Alternative Health Care for Ruminants
Vaccinations, appropriate breeds and a healthy life style provide a sound basis for livestock health. But health 
problems can crop up in even the best-managed herds. Dr. Barbara Merikel, DVM will explore natural 
treatments for common ruminant livestock health problems with special emphasis on managing parasites in 
organic livestock production.
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Santa Fe/ Las Cruces  ::  Food Safety Regulation: What Are the Rules?
You know about upcoming food safety regulation, but finding out how it will affect you is quite a challenge. 
Rumors are rampant. How will the new rules affect manure use, ability to irrigate from the acequia, compost 
and compost tea, post-harvest handling? As we go to press, the Food and Drug Administration has issued 
revisions to proposed Food Safety and Modernization Act (FSMA) Rules. Leanne Skelton will have the latest 
information on what the proposed rules actually mean. Leanne L. Skelton is on staff in the Office of the 
Deputy Administrator, Fruit and Vegetable Program (FVP), Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), USDA, 
as a Biological Sciences Specialist focused on fruits, vegetables and specialty crops.  She is responsible for 
maintaining a collaborative working relationship with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) rela-
tive to produce safety and preventive controls. If you have questions about the Food Safety Modernization 
Act and how it will affect your farm this is the workshop for you.  

Pavilion  ::  Permaculture Concepts You Can Use
The heavy rains of this summer’s monsoons renewed interest in how to deal with a lot of water in a short 
amount of time, in a region that is usually exceptionally dry. Jim Brooks of Soilutions, Inc., and Adaptive 
Terrain Systems has the goal of preserving and enhancing our natural resources using the guiding principles 
of permaculture to maximize water interception, infiltration and retention while minimizing soil erosion. 
Stop in and soak up the wisdom of permaculture practices.

Kokopelli  ::  Organic is the Solution: Better Food, Healthier Landscapes
Organic agriculture fundamentally depends upon and benefits nature. Farmers often start with an obvious 
conservation need, and over the years continue to weave a vibrant ecological fabric over the whole operation. 
Jo Ann Baumgartner, director of the Wild Farm Alliance and co-editor of Farming and the Fate of Wild 
Nature: Essays in Conservation-Based Agriculture, will explore the link between successful farming and main-
taining the wild, a subject to be taken up by the National Organic Program in its 2015 Biodiversity and 
Natural Resources Conservation Guidance. 

 3:30-4:00pm: break

 4:00-5:30pm: Workshop Session 3

Coronado/Cozumel  ::  Session to be announced

Tampico  ::  Creating an Enterprise Budget
Want to learn an easy way to determine which of your enterprises will create the most profit for your farm? 
In this interactive session, Ann Adams, Director of Programs for HMI, will show you how to use the Gross 
Profit Analysis test to do an enterprise analysis for your farm. This key component of Holistic Management® 
Financial Planning has helped countless farmers and ranchers build successful, sustainable businesses. If you’d 
like, bring your numbers. Examples and templates will also be provided. The best time to know your cost of 
production and potential for profit is before you jump into an enterprise. The second best time is when you are 
engaged in that enterprise. If you are not happy with the profit you are earning, come to this session.

Taos  ::  Sunny Side Up: Egg Production Basics 
Monte Skarsgard of Skarsgard Farms in Albuquerque, NM, had a lot of CSA members clamoring for farm-
fresh eggs. Monte responded by fielding a flock of layers who keep his customers happy without breaking 
his bottom line. If you are interested in starting a small to mid-sized flock, Monte will share his insights on 
everything from breeds to feeds. 
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Santa Fe/Las Cruces  ::  Starting It Up
Shauna Pearson, of the certified-organic Skarsgard Farms, a 1600-member CSA in Albuquerque, NM, needs 
a lot of starts to get greenhouse and field production going. Producing starts on-farm gives the farmer more 
control over variety, timing and quality, but can be a challenge to manage. Shauna will cover all the bases 
from propagation mats to potting soils to preparing the starts to go out into the real world and flourish. If 
you are considering producing starts for your own use or for sale this year this session will get you going just 
in the nick of time.

Pavilion  ::  A Shoutout to Your Customer: Looking at Certification Programs 
Beth Spitler of Animal Welfare Approved, Stacy Gerk, New Mexico Department of Agriculture GAPs/
GHPs Inspector, and Nancy Ranney, New Mexico rancher certified by the American Grassfed Alliance will 
discuss these certification programs, what is required for certification and the costs and benefits to farmers 
and ranchers in getting certified.

Kokopelli  ::  Soil: Back to Basics (Part 1 of a two-part series) 
Ron Godin, organic soil guru, Colorado State University Extension Agronomist for Organic and Sustain-
able Agriculture, and 2010 Organic Farming Educator of the Year will open his two-part series for 2015 with 
a look into the soil upon which we all depend. What is soil? How can we understand what is going on in 
the soil on our farms? What are the relationships between the components of soil? Why do organic farmers 
concentrate so much effort on building soils? Are soils alive? This session will give you a foundation in the 
foundation of it all: soil.

6:00-7:30pm: Winter Mixer 
(Organized by Rio Grande Farmers, affiliate of the National Young Farmers Coalition)

Saturday, February 21

 8:30-10:00am: Workshop Session 4

Coronado/Cozumel  ::  Growing Greens
Greens come in all shapes and sizes from micro to full bunch, from salad to cooking from mild to bitter to 
spicy. Organic production of greens takes place in low tunnels, high tunnels, hoophouses, under row covers 
and out in the open. This panel of accomplished organic greens growers will share their favorite varieties, tips 
on control of pests, planting schedules and rotation crops. Tune in for a bountiful harvest of information on 
greens. Presenters include: Joseph Alfaro, Valle Encantado, Albuquerque, NM; and Nery Martinez, Santa 
Cruz Farm and Greenhouse, Española, NM.

Tampico  ::  Cut Flowers & Herbs
Jane Darland, of the certified organic Old Monticello Farm in Monticello, NM, and Heidi Eleftheriou of 
Heidi’s Raspberry Farm in Corrales, NM, and 2014 Organic Farmer of the Year, will guide you along the fra-
grant path of producing cut flowers and herbs (both culinary and medicinal). Favorite varieties, propagation 
and post-harvest handling techniques will be discussed. If you like a little beauty and diversity on your farm 
this is a great way to make the pollinators and the customer happy.
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Taos  ::  Mother Nature’s Little Helpers: From Mites to Mighty
Dr. Sam Smallidge, NMSU Extension Wildlife Management Specialist, and Leonard Laurialt, Superin-
tendent of the NMSU Agriculture Science Center at Tucumcari, and Forage Crop Management Scientist 
are joining forces in this session to talk about the pest management allies organic farmers can find in Mother 
Nature’s cupboard. Sam will concentrate on birds, bats and other predators that can take on everything from 
coddling moths to gophers, and what they need to be at home on your farm or ranch. Leonard will take a 
look at a difficult vegetable pest: bindweed and the little mites that over time can bring relief. 

Santa Fe/Las Cruces  ::  Appropriate Energy Infrastructure for Your Farm
This session will catch you up on some new technology that can be employed on your farm to meet basic 
needs like pumping water and refrigerating produce. Two organic farmers who are using this technology will 
detail its installation and report on its effectiveness. Djann Hoffman will talk about his installation of solar 
panels to power irrigation on his certified-organic fruit and mixed vegetable Farside Farm in Mendanales, 
NM, and discuss working with NRCS to help finance the project. Fidel Gonzalez from Albuquerque’s 
Agri-Cultura Network will guide you through obtaining equipment, building the structure and using a 
CoolBot to create reliable cooling for a substantial harvest.

Pavilion  ::  Fruit Tree Propagation: From Graft to Permanent Planting
Gordon Tooley, of Tooley’s Trees in Truchas, NM, and 2008 Organic Farming Educator of the Year will again 
be on hand to offer fruit tree expertise. The topic for this year? Gordon sums it up this way: “Well Folks- it 
looks like the forgotten fruits are moving towards center stage and are getting attention again, especially 
apples. This session will focus on the importance of propagation through grafting, budding and topworking. 
This is genetic preservation. We will cover rootstocks, timing, propagation methods, collection of scionwood, 
storage and after care from graft to permanent planting. This is how we can preserve at risk-varieties or multi-
ply your favorite fruit for future generations. Permanent crops are the backbone of agriculture.” 

Kokopelli  ::  A Systems Approach to Organic Production (Part 2 of a two-part series on soil)
Ron Godin, Colorado State University Extension Agronomist for Organic and Sustainable Agriculture, and 
2010 Organic Farming Educator of the Year takes the stage with the second part of his 2015 soil series. In this 
session Ron will take up how soils affect the whole farm system and are affected by it. Farming practices such 
as tillage, crops produced and rotated, inputs applied, and irrigation combine to produce effects beyond the 
isolated event. Adopting a systems approach to building your soils can make all the difference. Find out how.

 10:00-10:30am: break

 10:30am-noon: Workshop Session 5

Coronado/Cozumel  ::  Think Like a Bug: Pest Management Problem-Solving for Farmers 
New insect pests are invading New Mexico and climate fluctuations are altering the timing and impact 
of native pests. The message to growers is to “expect the unexpected.” Tess Grasswitz, Integrated Pest 
Management Specialist at NMSU’s Los Lunas Ag Science Center, and 2012 Organic Farming Educator of 
the Year will offer step-by-step guidelines to empower you to develop solutions to your particular pest prob-
lems when they arise. Tess will provide the tools and principles needed to develop sound pest management 
strategies – regardless of the particular pest causing concern. Recent results of research on organic manage-
ment of two new invasive pests (Bagrada bug and spotted wing drosophila), as well as on native pests such as 
squash bug and peach tree borer will also be presented.
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Tampico  ::  Farm System Maintenance
Tom Dixon, organic farmer from Green Tractor Farm in Santa Fe, has a lot of experience with hoophouse 
and irrigation system construction and use to produce a wide array of organic vegetables, fruits, flowers and 
hay. The thing about production aids, and all farm systems, is that they require some tender loving care to 
function smoothly and efficiently as the years roll by. Now is a great time to get some tips on what works, 
what doesn’t work, what’s important, and what can slide. Tom will share his best practices and his cautionary 
tales. Don’t miss this session if you want to keep things rolling along on the farm.

Taos  ::  Creating an Organic System Plan 
Sally Harper of Del Valle Pecans in Mesilla Park, and 2008 Organic Farmer of the Year, completes not 
just one, but two applications for organic certification every year (one for her 28 acre pecan orchard, the 
other as a handler). As if that’s not enough, Sally helps other pecan producers in southern New Mexico 
with their applications. Sally has been certified organic since 1994. Sally will take the mystery out of the 
application process, and from the down-to-earth point of view of a farmer will give you what you need to 
start the process of getting certified organic by creating an organic system plan. 

Santa Fe/ Las Cruces  ::  Thinking Outside the Sandbox: Farming for the Schools
One standard model for selling your produce to the schools is to get in touch with the procurement people, 
make a bid, and deliver the goods. Deb Ingersoll, of certified organic Green Girl, LLC in Magdalena, NM, 
has come up with a slightly different approach. Deb farms at Magdalena High School, for delivery right to the 
cafeteria. And it doesn’t stop there. Deb teaches a gardening class at the school using the school greenhouses for 
her classroom, and has a sharecropping agreement with the school district. Deb’s story will inspire you to go 
down that road not yet taken. A number of Deb’s students will join her for the presentation. 

Pavilion  ::  The Desert Vine: Growing Grapes in New Mexico 
Steve Darland of Old Monticello Farm, in Monticello, NM,  produces certified-organic trebbiano grapes 
with which he produces Monticello Balsamico, a traditional balsamic vinegar. In over two decades of grape 
production Steve has learned a lot about producing fine grapes from variety selection to soil fertility to 
managing insects, to mapping a recovery from a freeze that took the vines to the ground. If you are growing 
grapes, or want to, this session will be full-bodied with a thought-provoking finish. 

Kokopelli  ::  Co-managing Food Safety and Stewardship Goals on Produce Farms 
This session will cover how pathogens get on the farm, the prevalence in animals, and environmental factors 
that influence pathogen reduction. A multi-barrier approach will be discussed where stewardship practices 
and food safety Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) are used to minimize food safety concerns. If one barrier 
fails, others are in place to prevent contamination of crops and water supplies. Learn about co-managing 
food safety and conservation by increasing your understanding about the fate and transport of food-borne 
pathogens, and about multiple stewardship and food safety practices that when used together can minimize 
food safety concerns. Jo Ann Baumgartner is director of the Wild Farm Alliance. She is co-editor of Farm-
ing and the Fate of Wild Nature: Essays in Conservation-Based Agriculture. 

 12:00-12:30: break

 12:30-2:30pm: luncheon (conference ballroom)



13

 
 2:30-4:00pm Workshop Session 6

Coronado/Cozumel  ::  The Beautiful Underground: Bulbs, Roots and Tubers
Deep down in the soil, nestled in the bustling world of microorganisms, worms and feeder roots are plant 
storehouses packed with nutrition and delicious flavor. Lorenzo Candelaria and Dora Pacias of Cornelio 
Candelaria Organics in Albuquerque, NM, and recipients of the 2014 Good Earth Award, will get to the 
root of it in this earthy session on beets, turnips, garlic, onions and more. From variety selection to bed 
preparation to pest protection, post-harvest handling and marketing, this session invites you to come on 
down to the underground.

Tampico  ::  The Last Resort: Things to Know Before You Reach for that “Organic” Pesticide
At one time or another most organic farmers are faced with the choice of losing a crop or applying a pesticide 
that has been approved for use in organic production. Sometimes the best choice is to turn the crop under. If 
the decision is made to use an approved pesticide, you want to use it in a way that will give you the most effec-
tive management possible, will do the least collateral damage and will protect the person applying the pesticide, 
as well as the consumers who will eat the produce. And, you want to be sure that the application is consistent 
with organic practices. To many organic farmers this is uncharted territory. This panel of experts will help you 
prepare for that time you hope will never come. Presenters: Steve Baca, Pesticide Division, NMDA; Brett Bak-
ker, Certifier/Inspector, NMDA Organic Program; Tess Grasswitz, Integrated Pest Management Specialist, 
NMSU Los Lunas Ag Science Center, and 2012 Organic Farming Educator of the Year.

Santa Fe/ Las Cruces  ::  Seed Saving/Selecting
Seed is one of the biggest costs most farmers have, and it comes at just the wrong time of year when income 
from the previous year is running down and no new income is in the pipeline. Saving your own seed can 
minimize this expense (if you can avoid the temptation of the seed catalogs) and provide additional ad-
vantages in the way of adapted seed and selecting for traits that you want. In this basic seed saving session 
Joshua Cravens of Jardin de Alma in Monticello, NM, will cover saving seed for planting the following year 
and give some tips on selecting for desired traits. Joshua says there may be a surprise or two as well. 

Pavilion  ::  The Buzzin’ of the Bees: An Enchanting SuperOrganism
Melanie Kirby of The Rocky Mountain Survivor Queen Bee Cooperative will talk about learning to work with 
the Land of Enchantment’s diverse and adverse landscape for promoting locally adapted pollinators. New Mex-
ico encompasses 7 of the 8 climate zones- everything from desert to tundra. Finding and supporting pollinators 
who have adapted to the topographical and environmental challenges in our tierra encantada is essential for 
sustainable production and chemical-free management. If you are a beekeeper or are just interested in what can 
be done to sustain pollinators in the face of Colony Collapse Disorder and other threats, join this discussion.

Kokopelli  ::  Revealed! The Secret Life of Weeds
Learn the biology/ecology of the most common weed pests including Bindweed, Johnson grass, Morning 
glory, Pigweed, Sand bur, Nutsedge, Kochia, Puncturevine, Bidens, Knapweed, Dodder, and London rocket. 
Dr. Brian Shutte, NMSU weed physiologist specializing in weed biology/ecology, agricultural weed man-
agement, weed population and community dynamics, and weed seed physiology, will provide insights en-
abling you to develop a more effective weed management plan for your farm. Understanding the weeds that 
trouble you will allow you to hit them where it hurts. Brian will also touch on what you can learn from the 
weeds on your farm about soil, salinity, and nutrient deficiencies; which weeds you can tolerate and which 
should go before the sun goes down.
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Quick Farmer Health Check 
Free!!!!!

For the farmer there’s always something more pressing than getting tested for 
common health problems. Now it’s easy for you to take care of yourself. 

There will be special health screenings during the conference:

•  Blood pressure testing (heart disease)

•  Glucose testing (diabetes)

These checks are provided by the UNM School of Nursing and will  be available 
on Friday, February 20th from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm. Don’t miss it! 

Morning Stretch!
7:45am Saturday in the Ballroom

Wake up with Dr. Cat (Caterina Di Palma, DOM).
Gentle wake-up, stress-relieving breathing, stretching and self-massage exercises 

for everyone. You do not have to be a jock or 20 year-old to do these exercises.
They are so easy that you may want to do them at home too!

Enjoy a simple acupuncture or other treatment
9:00am–3:00pm Saturday during the conference

Caterina Di Palma, Doctor of Oriental Medicine will provide simple ear acupuncture, 
magnets, other techniques and easy-to-reach points for hard-working people in a 

group or community setting (sitting up, no disrobing). It can be fast 
or you can sit and bliss out with us for a while.

CONGRATULATIONS!
2014 Farmer of the Year

heidi eleftheriou

With reports coming in from all over the state about a single pigweed that filled 
the entire bed of a pickup, and farmers firing up chainsaws to go after trophy pigweed, 

we want to remind you that pigweed (Amaranthus palmeri) is EDIBLE! 
Of course you want the young, tender leaves….

Stir-Fried Pigweed
6 C organic pigweed leaves and stems from the top 3” of a young plant
3 Tablespoons organic canola oil
1 Tablespoon organic ginger (sliced)

Put wok on high heat. Add oil and lightly brown the ginger. 
Add pigweed and stir 3 minutes until the pigweed turns deep green. Serve. Bon appetit!
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Friday, February 20

7:30-8:30am: Conference Registration (Ballroom Hallway)   /   8:30-8:40am: Announcements   /   8:40-8:50am: Welcome—Jeff Witte   /   8:50-9:00am: Welcome—Dr. Jon Boren

9:00-10:30am: Keynote Address (Ballroom) — “Coach” Mark Smallwood  From America’s Oldest Organic Research Farm: Intriguing Questions & Lessons Learned  (see pages 4-5)

10:30-11:00am: Break

      Coronado/Cozumel                      Tampico                             Taos             Las Cruces/Santa Fe                       Pavillion                       Kokopelli

11:00am-12:30pm: Workshop Session 1

12:30-2:00pm: Lunch Break (on your own)

2:00-3:30pm: Workshop Session 2

3:30-4:00pm: Break

4:00-5:30pm: Workshop Session 3

6:00-7:30pm: Winter Mixer (Organized by Rio Grande Farmers, affiliate of the National Young Farmers Coalition)

saturday, February 21

7:30-8:30am: Conference Registration (Ballroom Hallway)  7:45am: Morning Stretch (Ballroom)

8:30-10:00am: Workshop Session 4

10:00-10:30am: Break

10:30am-noon: Workshop Session 5

noon-12:30: Break  12:30-2:30pm: Luncheon  (Ballroom)

2:30-4:00pm: Workshop Session 6

2015 ORGANIC FARMING CONFERENCE SCHEdULE

Wild Food Plants Range Management

Green Manures Tree Whisperer Health Care for Ruminants

to be announced Enterprise Budget Egg Production 

Growing Greens Cut Flowers & Herbs Nature’s Helpers

Pest Problem-Solving Farm Maintenance Organic Certification

Bulbs, Roots and Tubers Using “Organic” Pesticides (no workshop)

Government Programs
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Friday, February 20

7:30-8:30am: Conference Registration (Ballroom Hallway)   /   8:30-8:40am: Announcements   /   8:40-8:50am: Welcome—Jeff Witte   /   8:50-9:00am: Welcome—Dr. Jon Boren

9:00-10:30am: Keynote Address (Ballroom) — “Coach” Mark Smallwood  From America’s Oldest Organic Research Farm: Intriguing Questions & Lessons Learned  (see pages 4-5)

10:30-11:00am: Break

      Coronado/Cozumel                      Tampico                             Taos             Las Cruces/Santa Fe                       Pavillion                       Kokopelli

11:00am-12:30pm: Workshop Session 1

12:30-2:00pm: Lunch Break (on your own)

2:00-3:30pm: Workshop Session 2

3:30-4:00pm: Break

4:00-5:30pm: Workshop Session 3

6:00-7:30pm: Winter Mixer (Organized by Rio Grande Farmers, affiliate of the National Young Farmers Coalition)

saturday, February 21

7:30-8:30am: Conference Registration (Ballroom Hallway)  7:45am: Morning Stretch (Ballroom)

8:30-10:00am: Workshop Session 4

10:00-10:30am: Break

10:30am-noon: Workshop Session 5

noon-12:30: Break  12:30-2:30pm: Luncheon  (Ballroom)

2:30-4:00pm: Workshop Session 6

Organic Solution 

2015 ORGANIC FARMING CONFERENCE SCHEdULE

Range Management Soil Test Rain Round-up Meet the Buyers 

Health Care for Ruminants Food Safety Permaculture 

Egg Production Starting It Up Certification Programs Soil: Part 1 

Nature’s Helpers Energy Infrastructure Fruit Tree Propagation Soil (Part 2)

Organic Certification Farming for the Schools Growing Grapes Food Safety and Stewardship

(no workshop) Seed Saving/Selecting Bees Life of Weeds
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Ag New Mexico Farm Credit  /  Calley Thompson
P.O. Box 7  Belen, NM 87002
(505) 861-5447
Calley.thompson@farmcreditbank.com
Ag lending 
Agriculture Products and Services  /  Jim Crosby
P.O. Box 487  St. Johns, AZ 85936
(602) 549-0998
Azomite and specialty microbes

Animal Welfare Approved  /  Beth Spitler
5666 Los Angeles Street  Oakland, CA 94608
(510) 250-0916
Beth.spitler@animalwelfareapproved.org
Certification for livestock producers raising animals on pasture

Arizona Biological Control, Inc., ARBICO Organics
Arianna Weisbly
10831 N Mavinee Dr., Suite 185  Oro Valley, AZ 85737
(800) 827-2847
arianna@arbico.com
Biological control

Bookworks  /  Danielle Foster
4022 Rio Grande Blvd. NW  Albuquerque, NM 87107
(505) 344-8139
danielle@bkwrks.com, www.bkwrks.com 
Books 

California Organic Fertilizers, Inc.  /  Jim Verner
7600 N Ingram, Suite 101  Fresno, CA 93711
(800) 269-5690
jim@organicag.com, Deborah@organicag.com
Organic input materials

Desert Woman Botanicals  /  Monica Rude
P.O. Box 263  Gila, NM  88038
(575) 535-2860
info@desertwoman.net    
Herbal remedies & skin care products

Embudo Valley Organics  /  John McMullin
P.O. Box 44  Embudo, NM 87531
(505) 579-4147
john.turkeyman@gmail.com
Certified organic livestock feed, turkeys

Farm Bureau Insurance  /  Fred Porter
2901 Juan Tabo NE, Suite 115  Albuquerque, NM 87112
(505) 345-1520, (888) 956-0028
www.agentfredporter.com 
Insurance and financial services

Farm to Table  /  Le Adams
618 B Paseo de Peralta  Santa Fe, NM  87501
(505) 473-1004 ext.10
Le@farmtotablenm.org   
Food and ag policy, marketing, farmer and children’s education

G&M Ag  /  Mark Miller
1000 N Beeline Highway, Suite 109  Payson, AZ 85541
(800) 901-0096
gmagsupply@npgcable.com 
Supplies and greenhouses for market farmers and organic growers

       

Holistic Management International  /  Sandy Langelier
5941 Jefferson Plaza NE  Albuquerque, NM 87109
(505) 842-5252
sandyl@holisticmanagement.org 
Non-profit sustainable ag training for farmers and ranchers       
J&M Industries, Inc.  /  James Gideon
300 Ponchatoula Parkway  Ponchatoula, LA 70454
(334) 207-2996
jamesgideon@bellsouth.net
Agribon, Solarig, Greenhouse Poly and LoopHoops

Johnny’s Selected Seeds  /  Randy Cummings
955 Benton Ave  Winslow, ME 04901
(207) 238-5340
rcummings@johnnyseeds.com 
Seeds, and tools

La Montanita Co-op  /  Robin Seydel
901 Menaul NE  Albuquerque, NM 87105
(505) 217-2027
robins@lamontanita.coop  
Food, Coop Education, Cooperative Distribution Center

Light Green Thumb Seeds, Pollinator Nation  /  Laurie Lange
P.O. Box 541  Sandia Park, NM  87047
(505) 307-9885
laurie@lightgreenthumbseeds.com
pollinator conservation seeds & items    
Mesa Tractor, Inc.  /  John Hinton
3826  4th NW  Albuquerque, NM  87107
(505) 344-1631
sarah@mesatractor.com 
Farm tractors, implements, parts and service

Mid Region Council of Governments Agriculture Collaborative 
Tiffany Terry
809 Copper Ave., NW  Albuquerque, NM 87102
Phone: (505) 247-1750
tterry@mrcog-nm.gov
Agriculture Collaborative and LandLink

National Young Farmers Coalition/Rio Grande Farmers Coalition
Kate Greenberg 
202B Jenkins Ranch Road  Durango, CO 81301
(612) 889-6829
kate@youngarmers.org

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)  /  Rey Adame
6200 Jeffereson NE  Albuquerque, NM  87109
(505) 761-4445
http://www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov/ 
Conservation programs and assistance to producers

New Mexico Acequia Association  /  Serafina Lombardi 
803 Early Street, Building B, Suite 203  Santa Fe, NM 87505
(505) 995-9644
Serafina@lasacequias.org
acequia protection / cultural heritage 

New Mexico Department of Agriculture  /  David Lucero
MSC 5600 Box 30005  Las Cruces NM 88003
(575) 646-4929
www.nmda.nmsu.edu   
Marketing assistance, farm-to-school, Ag development grants

2015 orGanic FarMinG conFerence exhibitors 
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New Mexico Farm and Livestock Bureau
Benjamin “Benjie” Segovia
2220 N Telshor Blvd  Las Cruces NM 88011
(575) 542-4700
benjies@nmflb.org
Agriculture issues: private property, water & local safe food   
New Mexico Farmers’ Marketing Association  /  Denise Miller
731 Montez Place  Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505) 992-1963
sarahg@farmersmarketsnm.org
Nonprofit assisting farmers’ markets across the state

New Mexico Land Conservancy  /  Ariel Patashnik
P.O. Box 6759  Santa Fe, NM 87502-6759
(505) 986-3801
apatashnik@nmlandconservancy.org
Statewide land trust—private land conservation

New Mexico State University Extension Food Technology  
Nancy Flores
P.O. Box 30003, MSC 3AE  Las Cruces, NM 88003
(575) 646-1179
naflores@nmsu.edu
Information about food preservation and processing operations

Ojo Caliente Wellness Center/Hands on Healthcare  
Caterina Di Palma, DOM
34869 Hwy 285  Ojo Caliente, NM 87549
(505) 583-2908
drcat@zianet.com
Health through diet, massage, acupuncture, chiropractic and herbs  

Organic Technology International, LLC   
Steve Moore / Veronica Romero
13170-B Central Ave SE #118  Albuquerque, NM 87123
(505) 291-1100
otiusa@juno.com  
Custom-blended organic fertilizer, soil tests

Rio Grande Community Farm  /  Beth Arnold
6804 4th St NW #114  Albuquerque, NM 87107
(505) 345-4580
info@riograndefarm.org
Community garden, community education

Rocky Mountain Farmers’ Union  /  Dan Hobbs
7900 E Union Ave., Suite 200  Denver, CO 80237
(719) 250-9835
danghobbs@gmail.com
Cooperative development

Rodale Institute  /  “Coach” Mark Smallwood
611 Siegfriedale Rd  Kutztown, PA 19530
(610) 683-6009
http://rodaleinstitute.org/ 

Soilutions, Inc.  /  Walter Dods
9008 Bates Rd. SE Albuquerque, NM
(505) 877-0220
walter@soilutions.net
Compost approved for use in organic production

Southwest Grassfed Livestock Alliance  /  Laurie Bower
1210 Luisa Street, Suite 10  Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
505-231-3467
info@grassfedlivestock.org
Programs and initiatives to assist producers and inform consumers

Sunnyside Meats  /  Holly Napier
253 County Road 216  Durango, CO 81303
(970) 385-0230
hollynapier@sunnysidemeats.com
USDA, Certified-Organic custom meat processing

Terrior Seeds  /  Stephen Scott
P.O. Box 4995  Chino Valley, AZ 86323
(888) 878-5247
seeds@underwoodgardens.com
Seeds and gardening supplies, education

Tooley’s Trees  /  Margaret Yancey & Gordon Tooley
PO Box 392  Truchas NM 87578
(505) 689-2400
Info@tooleystrees.com
Drought tolerant trees, shrubs and fruit trees 

University of New Mexico College of Nursing
LeeAnna Vargas, MSN, R.N. 
University of New Mexico  Albuquerque, NM  87131-0001
(505) 272-6754
levargas@salud.unm.edu
Blood pressure & blood glucose testing 

Urban Eagle Herb Co.  /  Katy Blanchard
P.O. Box 210  Youngsville NM 87064
(575) 638-0306
info@urbaneagle.com
Herbal teas and body care products 

USDA Farm Service Agency  /  Molly Manzanares
6200 Jefferson NE, Suite 211  Albuquerque, NM 87109
(505) 761-4900
Veronica.tribbet@nm.usda.gov   
USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service
Longino Bustillos
P.O. Box 1809  Las Cruces, NM 88011
(575) 522-6023
Longino.bustillos@nass.usda.gov 
Agricultural Statistics

USDA Rural Development  /  Jesse Bopp
6200 Jefferson NE  Albuquerque, NM  87109
(505) 761-4952
jesse.bopp@nm.usda.gov 
Programs to assist rural producers       
Water Lady  /  Anne La Lopa
PO Box 91604  Albuquerque NM 87199-1604
(505) 660-4162
anne@waterlady.biz, www.waterlady.biz
Zeta Core Catalytic Salt-Free Water Conditioners

Western SARE (NMSU)  /  Stephanie Walker
P.O. Box 3000  Las Cruces, NM 88003
(575) 644-1027
swalker@nmsu.edu
Research and Education in sustainable agriculture 

WildFarm Alliance  /  JoAnn Baumgartner
PO Box 2570  Watsonville, CA 95077
(831) 761-8408
info@wildfarmalliance.org 
Promotion of healthy agriculture  

Wildhood Farm  /  Zach Cecelic
P.O. Box 1890  Taos, NM 87571
(575) 758-7096
Wildhoodfarm@gmail.com
www.wildhoodfarm.com 
Birdhouses, beehives, soap, bat houses, pollinator houses
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Bernalillo County
John Garlisch, Ag Agent
garlisch@nmsu.edu 
1510 Menaul  NW  Albuquerque, NM 87107
505.243.1386

Catron County
Tracy Drummond, Program Director/Ag Agent
drummond@nmsu.edu
Catron County Courthouse
100 Main Street  Reserve, NM 87830
575.533.6430

Chaves County
Sandra Key Barraza, Program Director/Ag Agent
sbarraza@nmsu.edu
200 E Chisum #4  Roswell, NM 88203
575.622.3210

Cibola County
Chase Elkins, Ag Agent
chelkins@nmsu.edu
551 Washington Ave.  Grants, NM 8702
505.287.3708

Colfax County
Boe Lopez, Program Director/Ag Agent
bclopez@nmsu.edu
Corner of 3rd and Savage (Mail to P.O. Box 370)
Raton, NM 87740
575.445.8071

Curry County
Luther Dunlap, Ag Agent
dldunlap@nmsu.edu
818 Main  Clovis, NM 88101
575.763-6505

de Baca County
Aspen Achen, Program Director
aachen@nmsu.edu
County Courthouse
514 Avenue C (Mail to: P.O. Drawer E)
Fort Sumner, NM 88119
575.355.2381

dona Ana County
Jeff Anderson, Ag Agent
lantz@nmsu.edu
530 N Church Street  Las Cruces, NM 88001
575. 525.6649

Eddy County
Woods Houghton, Program Director/Ag Agent
whoughto@nmsu.edu 
1304 W Stevens
Carlsbad, NM 88220
575.887.6595

your county cooperative extension aGents

Grant County
Sam Lowry, Ag Agent
samlowry@nmsu.edu
Grant County Office Complex
2610 N Silver Street  Silver City, NM 88061
575.388.1550

Guadalupe County
Leigh Ann Marez, Program Director
lemarez@nmsu.edu 
244 S 4th, Suite 110  Santa Rosa, NM 88435
575.472.3652

Harding County
Blair Clavel, Program Dir/Ag Agent 
jclavel@nmsu.edu
County Courthouse
35 Pine St  Mosquero, NM 87733
575.673.2341

Hidalgo County
John Allen, Program Dir/Ag Agent
allenj@nmsu.edu 
1226 E. Second Street  Lordsburg, NM 88045
575.542.9291

Jicarilla Extension Service
Jesse LeFevre, Extension Associate II
lefevere@nmsu.edu
Hawks Drive (Mail to: P.O. Box 679)
Dulce, NM 87528-0679
575.759.3530

Lea County
Wayne Cox, Program Director/Ag Agent
hwcox@nmsu.edu 
100 N Main, Suite 10  Lovington, NM 88260
575.396.2819

Lincoln County
Audra Lyon, Ag Agent
aulyon98@nmsu.edu
County Courthouse
300 Central (Mail to: P.O.Box 217) 
Carrizozo, NM 88301
575.648.2311

Los Alamos County
Carlos Valdez, Program Director
valdez@nmsu.edu
475 20th Street, Suite A  Los Alamos, NM 87544
505.662.2656

Luna County
Jack Blandford, Program Director/Ag Agent
Jbland@nmsu.edu 
210 B Poplar  Deming, NM 88030
575.546.9603
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McKinley County
Kathy Landers, Program Dir/Ag Agent
kalander@nmsu.edu
2418 E. Hwy 66, PMB 470  Gallup, NM 87301
505.863.3432

Mora County
William McGuire, Program Director/Ag Agent
bmcquire@nmsu.edu
County Courthouse (Mail to P.O. Box 390)
Mora, NM 87732
575.387.2856

Otero County
Tom Dominguez, Program Director/Ag Agent
tdomingu@nmsu.edu
401 Fairgrounds Road  Alamogordo, NM 88310
575.437.0231

Quay County
Jason Lamb, Ag Agent
jalamb@nmsu.edu
216 E Center (Mail to: P.O. Drawer B)
Tucumcari, NM 88401
575.461.0562

Rio Arriba County
Donald Martinez, Ag Agent
donmart@nmsu.edu
Rural Event Center, State Rd 554, House #122-A
(Mail to: HCR 77, Box 9)  Abiquiu, NM 87510
505.685.4523

Roosevelt County
Patrick Kircher, Ag Agent
pkircher@nmsu.edu
705 E Lime (mail to: P.O. Box 455)  
Portales, NM 88130
575.356.4417

Sandoval County
Steve Lucero, Program Director/Ag Agent
smlucero@nmsu.edu
811 Camino del Pueblo (Mail to: P.O. Box 400)
Bernalillo, NM 87004
505.867.2582

San Juan County
Bonnie Hopkins, Ag Agent
bhopkins@nmsu.edu
213-A S Oliver  Aztec, NM 87410
505.334.9496

San Miguel County
Samantha Ortiz, Program Director
samortiz@nmsu.edu 
20 Gallegos Road (Mail to: P.O. Box 2170 W Branch)
Las Vegas, NM 87701
505.454.1497

Santa Fe County
Jacqueline Baca, Interim County Director
jabaca@nmsu.edu
3229 Rodeo Road  Santa Fe, NM 87507
505.471.4711

Sierra County
William Wear, Program Director/Ag Agent
wdwear@nmsu.edu
Sierra Conservation Plaza
2101 S. Broadway  
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
575.894.2375

Socorro County
Jessica Smith, Program Director/Ag Agent
jasmith@nmsu.edu
198 Neel Avenue NW  Socorro, NM 87801
575.835.0610

Taos County
Tony Valdez, Program Director/Ag Agent
tonvalde@nmsu.edu 
202 Chamisa Road (Mail to: 5671 NDCBU)
Taos, NM 87571
575.758.3982

Torrance County
Gene Winn, Program Director/Ag Agent
dwinn@nmsu.edu
County Courthouse 205 9th & Allen
 (Mail to: P.O. Box 168)  Estancia, NM 87016
505.246.4743

Tri-State Navajo Extension Service
Gerald Moore, Coordinating Agent
germoore@nmsu.edu
Box 1339  St. Michaels, AZ 86511
928.871.7406

Union County
Whitney Brock, Ag Agent
wab@nmsu.edu
County Courthouse
100 Court (Mail to: P.O. Box 428)  
Clayton, NM 88415
575.374.9361

Valencia County
Jasper McCarty, Ag Agent
jnewton3@nmsu.edu
404 Courthouse (Mail to: P.O. Box 1059)
Los Lunas, NM 87031
505.565.3002

Zuni Reservation
08 Route 301 North (Mail to P.O. Drawer G)
Zuni, NM 87327
505.782.4495
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Shop at your local farmers’ market.
72 markets around the state!
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Weekly Harvest Boxes · Order and 
Customize Online · Free Delivery

www.SkarsgardFarms.com

Animal Welfare 
Approved is the nation’s 
most respected third-party 
certification for family farmers 
and ranchers who raise their 
animals sustainably, according 
to the highest welfare standards, 
outdoors on pasture or range. 
The AWA label is recognized 
nationwide and provides 
visibility and credibility along 
with technical and marketing 
support to farmers at no cost.

®

FArmers And 
rAnchers 
WAnted

Learn more about the AWA program and 
standards at www.AnimalWelfareApproved.org 
or visit the AWA table at the New Mexico Organic 
Farming Conference.
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575.535.2860
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www.greenfiretimes.com
NortherN New Mexico’s Largest circuLatioN Newspaper

avaiLabLe throughout North-ceNtraL New Mexico  
To adverTise call:  anna Hansen @ 505.982.0155 • robyn MonToya @ 505.692.4477  

or skip whitsoN at 505.471.5177    

news & Views from the sustainable southwest

Green Jobs • businesses  
• services • building 

i 
renewable energy  

regional Food • waTer 
iNvestiNg  

sustaiNabLe agricuLture. 
ecoTourisM • educaTion     

 Native perspectives 
aNd More...

SHOWCASInG  BIOreGIOnAL  SUSTAInABILITY
Agriculture • Community • Culture  • Environment • Economy
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Make your room reservations TOdAY!

You must reserve by January 30th to get the 
special conference rate of $83 per night single 

or $103/night double. Some room types may not 
be available after early January, 
so make your reservations soon.

Call the Marriott Pyramid: 877-622-3056 
and say you’re part of the 

“Organic Farming Conference 2015,” 
or log on to: 

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/organicfarmconf2015

How to get there
From the south: Take I-25, exit at Paseo del Norte, 

turn west over the highway and take an immediate left 
onto the Frontage Road heading south. The turnoff to 

the hotel is on the right. From the north: Take I-25, 
exit at Paseo del Norte to the Frontage Road 

heading south. The turnoff to the hotel is on the right. 

The NM Organic Farming Conference 
will take place at

The Marriott Albuquerque Pyramid North
5151 San Francisco Road, NE Albuquerque, NM 87109

Rio Grande Farmers’ Coalition Presents

Friday, Feb 20 6pm

NM Organic 
Conference

Details & RSVP @ riograndefarmers.org

Live Music &
Shenanigans

Cider Food Music Conversation

Winter Farm Social
Sponsored by the National Young Farmers’ Coalition
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New Mexico Organic Farming Conference 2015
Registration Form

You may also register online at www.farmtotablenm.org
and choose your method of payment, including using a credit card.

(please print clearly)

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Farm/Affiliation: ______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________________ State: __________ Zip: ______________

Phone: ________________________________________ Email: _______________________________________

Enclosed please find registration fees for the following: (Saturday includes Lunch—See note below.)

 Registration for Friday, February 20 AND Saturday February 21  $100 _________________

 Registration for Friday, February 20 ONLY     $65 __________________

 Registration for Saturday, February 21 ONLY                $65 ___________________

                  Subtotal: _____________________

Deduct $5 if you are a certified organic producer/processor             – $ ___________________

Deduct $5 if you register before December 31, 2014                     – $ ____________________

                         Total Enclosed: $ ________________

Lunch on Saturday is included for the f irst 500 registrants.
The maximum Ballroom capacity for lunch is 500.

If you cannot mail your registration or pay online by February 1, 
please register at the door.

Don’t forget to make your hotel reservations by January 30, 2015. See page 30

ONE REGISTRATION PER PAGE PLEASE
Mail this form with your check—made payable to Farm to Table to:

Farm to Table, 618 B Paseo de Peralta, Santa Fe, NM 87501
Registration confirmations will NOT be sent out.

Discounts are available for organized student groups. Call first for approval.
No discounts for couples or individual students.

Questions? Call Le @ 505-473-1004  ext. 10 (Santa Fe) or Joanie @ 505-841-9427 (Albuquerque)



New Mexico Organic Farming Conference 
Farm to Table
618B Paseo de Peralta
Santa Fe, NM 87501
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Conference
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Saturday, February 21
Marriott Albuquerque Pyramid North

front cover photograph by David Ondrick, from his book Arid Harvests: A Year of Community Farming. 
A book of 60 photographs exploring the food that is sustainably grown in the high desert of Albuquerque.

 Available at bromidedrag.bigcartel.com/product/arid-harvests

back cover photograph by Michael Diaz.   graphic design by JB Bryan / La Alameda Press


